A MARINE POLICY- THE MISSING LINK IN FISHERIES MANAGEMENT
Imagine a rugby league team full of prima donnas who all want to score the winning try but no player wants to defend or throw passes. They have no coach, no pre match plan, no half time assessment of how they are going, and no after match breakdown todiscuss what went right or wrong. None would expect such a team to obtain any worthwhile results, especially in big games. 

This dysfunctional footy team is the model used to mismanage our Queensland coastal waters, estuaries & fisheries by a plethora of competing interests, Ministers & their Government Departments. And it is seriously hindering good management of our Fisheries.

Let’s look at the reality of our current muddled marine management. 
1. Areas are being closed to fishing by DERM (Green & Yellow zone MPAs), MSQ (Vessel movement areas & Port exclusion Zones), DEEDI (Fisheries Habitat protection) and DEWHA (Eastern Bioregional Planning Process).  In other words, FOUR separate Government Departments all introducing no fishing Zones!
2. Minimal artificial reefs for fishermen are being deployed by DERM without consultation with Fisheries, Tourism, Qld Transport or State Development. And of course, charter, commercial & most recreational anglers have also been left out in the cold in this “consultation”. How much left over concrete from the current plethora of Government building projects could have been utilised in building thousands of reef balls etc which Tourism would have been only too happy to pay to deploy if it would boost Qld’s sagging tourism Industry?
3. DERM, after placing artificial reefs in MBMP, now wants to manage the fishing activity on them as well through an MOU (Made Obviously Unilaterally) by DERM So why DO we have a Fisheries Department??
4. Qld Boating & Fisheries Patrol have been shunted from Fisheries to MSQ. MSQ has little interest in anything else but commercial ocean going vessel movement & port management. MSQ has no interest in fishing. QBFP is an orphan-in-waiting.

5. Boat ramps, jetties & other shoreline facilities are usually managed by Councils, but need permission from DERM (costly, with long time delays, difficult to obtain & always case by case) before any structure is built.
6. Dredging of channels for navigation purposes by small craft. (Again, usually undertaken by local councils IF they are able to overcome all the usual roadblocks from DERM. Delays by DERM to the proposed dredging of the Broadwater is a good case in point. ) 
7. Dredging of channels for navigation purposes by commercial shipping. Normally authorised by MSQ with little or no interference from DERM, irrespective of the environmental impacts. Examples of the double standards employed by DERM are the straightening of the shipping channel off Bribie, mainly to obtain fill for the Port of Brisbane, the new channel into Weipa Harbour, Gladstone  & Mackay Port maintenance, etc, etc.  

8.  DERM is responsible for the seabed, marina sea beds & generally denying the average bloke the chance to have some fun. 

9. MSQ is charged with managing beacons & navigation, controlling the licencing & inspections of charter vessels & surveying larger commercial fishing vessels.

10.  DEEDI is responsible for sustainably managing fish stocks & recreational fishing. DEEDI also licence commercial fishing operations & issue symbols (register) commercial fishing boats.

11.  Qld Transport issues licences for recreational water craft including fishing boats & their trailers.

N.B.  To put points 7, 8, & 9 into perspective, recreational, charter & commercial fishing vessels are licenced to operate by THREE separate Government Departments. 
 And this without adding State Development, Tourism, Treasury, the Premier’s Department, etc to this already under-coordinated & over legislated Qld Marine minefield. It makes my eyes water to re-read the bureaucratic spider’s web which we fishermen are stuck in.

What’s the solution? Simple. Strong leadership in 2012 from the new State Government to develop an over arching MARINE POLICY which cuts away these layers of Departmental inefficiencies. 
1. The most obvious job of the Marine Policy is to reduce DERM to a subjugated Department which advises Fisheries, MSQ &State Development on the environmental implications of their strategic plans, NOT vetoes them or adds unacceptable layers of cost.  
2. Including Tourism in the mix, especially in terms of creating new marine attractions such as substantial artificial reefs, FADs & extensions & enhancements to marine destinations such as the Tangalooma Wrecks.
3. Creating a marine task force whose job is to create a communication network where the relevant Ministers& Heads of Department (and there’s plenty of them!) must sit down together with the goal or reducing complexity.

4. Understanding that Government should be about sustainably using our marine resources, NOT locking them up forever.

As stated earlier, strong leadership is the key. But efficient management of our Fisheries depends on unravelling this current marine mess. 

Cheers,

Keith Hall

INCREDIBLE CHARTERS

