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FISHING BANS PROPOSED FOR FRASER COAST 

On March 24 Peter Garrett announced the Areas for Further Assessment (AFFAs) for the EASTERN BIOREGIONAL PLANNING PROCESS from which he says, “As with other marine areas around the country, I expect that this process will lead to a balanced mix of both multiple use areas and no-take areas within the marine reserve network in which we work with stakeholders to secure a good conservation outcome while minimising social and economic impacts.” Really?
HOW NO TAKE AREAS ARE DECIDED
Here is a summary of the guidelines for designing (MPAs) NO FISHING ZONES for the Bioregional Planning Process on the DEWHA web site. The guidelines are quite explicit:
1. Individual areas should, as far as practicable, include continuous depth transects, (e.g. from the shelf (OR THE THREE MILE LINE!) to the abyss). 

2.  Features should be occur more than once within MPAs.

3. Boundary lines should be simple, as much as possible following straight latitudinal/longitudinal lines. Size and shape should be orientated to account for inclusion of connectivity corridors and biological dispersal patterns within and across MPAs (Whatever that means!)
4.  Whole seafloor features should be included.
5. They may also be used to protect habitat important for a threatened species.
AREAS FOR NO FISHING ZONES

Queensland has two AFFAs in the firing line, the enormous Coral Sea east of the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park as well as the hugely financially important Fraser fishery. 

Let’s focus on the Fraser area for further assessment which starts just south of Indian Head on Fraser Island, covers to south of Double Island Point and then east a massive 200 nautical miles from just 3 nautical miles from the coast. 

The fishing towns of Tin Can Bay, Rainbow Beach and Carlo Point host thousands of recreational boaties each year. The Fraser Coast is renowned as the best Red Emperor country in Queensland waters and this is the draw card which lures fishing tourists and their money to these small communities. Five charter operations, including overnight live aboard vessels are booked solid with fishing tourists.

The commercial line, trawl (prawn, scallop and Stout Whiting) and spanner crab fisheries employ many locals in the catching, handling, processing and transport of this high value catch.  Much of this fresh, local seafood finds its way onto Queensland tables. The Fraser AFFA produces over 40% of the Queensland’s sustainable Spanner Crab catch which employs locals and brings in valuable export dollars for Australia. Without a fair and reasonable Displaced Effort Policy (compensation), many commercial fishing families will lose their income, jobs, boats, houses and futures because of Garrett’s pursuit of Green preferences. And we will be eating Vietnamese catfish.
All these fisheries are managed sustainably mainly through the ability of anglers to graze lightly over wide tracts of fishing country. Condensing fishing effort into small concentrated areas through no fishing zones would be stupid and potentially create sustainability issues. Hardly a Green outcome. 

THE DIRECT COST OF NO FISHING ZONES

GBRMPA spent over 40 million Australian taxpayer dollars last year on policing our Barrier Reef to stop Australians fishing in Australian waters. This is a huge cost to simply stop some fishermen fishing. Not one cent of those 40 million dollars went on minimising sediment run off, improving water quality or halting global warming, etc, etc. Over 200 million dollars has also been spent so far in compensating fishermen and land based activities which were affected by the GBRMP no fishing zones. How many of your tax dollars will be used to stop you going fishing in the Fraser AFFA? Garrett has given no indication what the cost of this round of no fishing zones will be. 
DISPLACED EFFORT
A major concern for South East Queensland fisher folk is DISPLACED EFFORT, where fishermen move to fish other grounds because their areas have been closed. Currently recreational fishermen from all over Queensland tow their boats to Tin Can Bay or Carlo Point to go fishing. A mate of mine Pepi Likoski, has actually bought a block of land at Tin Can and built a shed on it for the sole purpose of leaving his boat there so he can fish over the Wide Bay Bar. Will he be eligible for a Displaced Effort payment from Garrett?

Where do all these rec fishermen go if Fraser is closed down? Where will the pros who currently depart from Mooloolaba to fish Fraser go? And the pros from Tin Can Bay if they don’t receive adequate compensation?  And the five large charter boats displaced  out of Carlo and Tin Can?  These are questions which MUST be answered by Garrett and DEWHA before any no fishing zones are created.

Displaced Effort leads to overcrowding in other areas. This is a fact which is NEVER articulated by the Greens nor measured in any of their lightweight studies which “prove” that No Fishing Zones are better than OMO at taking stains out of the environment- or something.  Anyone who fishes Wide Caloundra can describe the huge influx of new fishermen who previously fished south of Cape Moreton. These fishermen were driven north by the new no fishing zones introduced through the Moreton Bay Marine Park rezoning. Given the levels of commercial line fishing in the Fraser area, this could create far more pressure in the Hards, Barwons and further south.
WHERE TO FROM HERE?

Normally, for most fishermen, the next step is to do nothing. Then, after new closures are implemented, whine that ECOFISHERS, SUNFISH, MARINE QLD, QSIA, etc, etc did a rotten job of looking after their fishing.

There is a simple process which you can follow to save your fishery. Fishing no take zones are implemented to assure this Government receives Green preferences at the next election. If many fisher folk demonstrate to their local politicians that they will vote for the party which supports their continued access to their fishery, then local politicians in marginal seats will be banging on Garrett’s door to get him to back off on the no fishing zones. Simple. 
FINALLY

Any closures at Fraser WILL affect you, directly or indirectly. Become involved in the process of saving your fishery. If it’s not your fishing spot closed today, it probably WILL be tomorrow.

