INCREDIBLECHARTERS QFM REPORT JUNE 2010.
June is the premier month for visiting Wide Caloundra. June usually provides better weather, benign currents and the proliferation of temperate species such as Pearl Perch, Trag Jew, Snapper, Yellow Tail Kingfish, Amberjack and sightings of Whales.  

Winter weather in June means chilly dark mornings with a bit of Westerly which turn into glass calm warm afternoons. Usually the INCREDIBLE crew sleep in, not departing until close to 10:00 a.m. This way we miss the chill and bumps of the morning to fish the best part of the day- the afternoons through to sunset. Once the sun goes down we run for home, usually with a good mixed fish bag on board.
A typical June trip will see INCREDIBLE make a late departure and head for the central and Western areas of Wide Caloundra. Pearlies school up in good numbers before they disappear, presumably to spawn in deeper waters during July. Paternoster rigs will account for plenty of Pearlies, and as suggested last month, using plastics on your hooks along with bait should increase your catch rate. Pearlies are great to catch for all members of the family as they don’t pull too hard, don’t have sharp teeth or spines and won’t pull you out of the boat. Trag, Squire, Venus Tusk Fish, Great Moses Perch and Hussar between 30cm and 45 cm are quite common bycatch.

Putting a floater out will give you the chance of snaring an early season Snapper. These fish are normally up off the bottom.  Using spin gear cast out a pilchard on ganged 6/0 hooks well away from the boat and leave the bail arm open (or in bait runner mode). A four ball will be plenty of lead to get your pilly sinking slowly into the strike zone. 
 Another alternative is to put on a 5” to 7’ plastic instead of bait. I recently did a number of tackle testing trips with Jarvis Walker. The boys caught everything from Cobia, Snapper, plenty of mixed reef fish species, four Cod species and Tuna on plastics. These were fished on the brilliant range of new FIN NOR spinning reels, rods and overhead gear. The plastics consistently outfished bait. It was an eye opener, I can tell you. 
For those who like to measure their fish in feet rather than inches, take your elephant gun with you for the XOS Amberjack which prowl above the Pearlies. Any live bait will do, whether a Slimy, Yakka or smaller reef fish caught in the area. Best if Dad or the big young blokes do this one- as previously described in past articles, Ambos are serious business and the chance of losing gear over the side is very real. Take some Japanese jigs as the Ambos will chew on these also.
As the sun sinks lower, the INCREDIBLE normally heads for the shallower reefs to anchor up and berley for Snapper. No lead or a tiny ball is plenty to reach the bottom in 40 metres of water. Have a bit of patience as you may not get a hit straight away, but when the fish come up the berley trail the scream of drags is glorious sun set music. But there are other choices on a July evening as well.
Last year INCREDIBLE spent dusk in 65 metres of water pulling up Trag Jew.  2009 saw the best run of Trag in my fishing lifetime and it was not uncommon for all anglers to be hooked up at once with double hook ups the norm. Given the eel like twisting fight that Trag put up, some of the line tangles were also truly INCREDIBLE! 

Whales make a welcome and spectacular appearance on their Northern sojourn. Each year the numbers of Humpbacks are increasing so your chances of a whale sighting while fishing are very high. What a perfect way to keep the Cheese and Kisses happy. Take her out on the INCREDIBLE so she can ooh and aah at the whales while you are hanging on to a monster Ambo on the other side of the boat! She’d love you forever..........
June allows flexible start times for your fishing trips and the weather can allow you to travel further to explore some new grounds as well. Best of luck!

 If you would prefer to go with the Wide Caloundra experts, or even to get some ideas on how to better fish the area yourself, give the team from INCREDIBLE CHARTERS a call on 3203 8188 or email keith@incrediblecharters.com.au 

