INTRODUCTION TO MYTHS AND LEGENDS KEITH HALL

Fisherkolk,
 

Please distribute these MYTHS far and wide.

 

There is a fine article in QFM January, 2010 (p62) by Garry Smith of Cairns dealing with the major issues of the Coral Sea and probable closures to fishing. The real problem is quite simple: the Coral Sea is not just a North Queensland problem- ALL QUEENSLAN EAST COAST OFFSHORE ANGLERS FISH IN THE CORAL SEA! And if anglers and fishing businesses don’t get involved NOW, there WILL be wholesale closures to fishing in SE QLD of at least of the magnitude of the GBRMP disaster.

The Eastern Bioregional Planning Process has descended into farce. It is extremely important that there is a coordinated voice from the entire fishing sector against the way Garrett and DEWHA are handling this process. 
Here are some examples:

1. The failure to comply with dates for the issuing of the AFFAs (Areas for Further Assessment- new Green Zones in other words) Original issue date was supposed to be September 2009, then November 2009, now when?

2.  The failure of DEWHA to engage with Industry on the Displaced Effort Policy (Compensation for Marine businesses which will be destroyed by these new Green Zones), to meet time lines for the Displaced Effort Policy, or to refer the "Expert Review"  of the Displaced Effort Policy to stakeholders. Given there were no stakeholders on the "Expert Review", how did the "Experts" become "Experts" in the eyes of Garrett, DEWHA, and the Government?

3. The failure to base the Eastern Bioregional Planning Process process locally in Qld or on the Eastern Seaboard. Headquarters for the review is HOBART, TASMANIA! (Believe it or not!)  DEWHA has made token representation on the whole Eastern seaboard by ONE PERSON! Martin Russell  There is no relieving staff when Russell has been unavailable).

4.  The failure of Garrett to use consultation with stakeholders as a tool at any stage of any process (the unilateral declaration of the Coral Sea as a Conservation Zone, the unilateral declaration of the Mako Shark as a Migratory Species are pretty strong evidence).

5. The failure of DEWHA to reply in a timely (or in any  way) to requests for information from my local member, Ms Yvette D'Ath at a meeting attended by Charlton Clark, a DEWHA suit from Tasmania and Martin Russell with Redcliffe stakeholders including myself, Cunningham’s Marine, At Sea Trimming and Reel Easy Charters back on September 25. What a slap in the face to Ms D’Ath and the consultation process by Clark and Russell.

6. The failure of DEWHA to comply with any published time lines to date, indicate that there may be no intention from this Government to actually consult with stakeholders.

 

The concern is that there are predetermined outcomes and that Garrett, DEWHA, and the Government are simply counting down the clock to an unhappy end for fishermen to shore up Green preferences at an upcoming election. This is not an issue for only the rec sector or only the pro sector, this is an issue upon which we must all stand together.
 The enemy here is rampant Green idealism which is supported by a major political party seeking preferences at the next election. Not a good combination for a balanced outcome for fishing and fishermen, either rec or pro.

 

There WILL public meetings in S.E. Qld to raise awareness among fisherfolk and voters of this flawed process so we can attempt to save our livelihoods and recreations.

 

Please indicate if you are interested in participating.

 

Regards,

Keith Hall
Incredible Charters
20 Courageous Ct
SCARBOROUGH  QLD  4020
Ph: 07 3203 8188 
Mobile: 0427 038 188
keith@incrediblechart
