KEITH HALL QFM REPORT MARCH 2010
LAST MONTH IN REVIEW
Pearl Perch were about in good numbers and size around both the Full and New Moons but dropped off quickly on the smaller tides. Kingfish made sporadic appearances on the 70 metre line. Kingies are not in the numbers  we have come to expect at this time of the year. They are usually our staple catch but are pretty thin on the ground at the moment.

On the shallow reefs on the neaps there have been some fantastic mixed bags. Last weekend I thought I may have been fishing on the Swains Reef. I landed Spangled Emperor, Red Throat Emperor, other Sweetlip species, Hussar in good size and numbers, Cod, Trevally, etc without a Rocky Reef Species in sight. 

There is certainly a range of species appearing in the fish box at the moment.

BEWARE THE (T)IDES OF MARCH

Julius Caesar received this warning a very long time ago, according to the Bard, William Shakespeare and it proved to be correct for him. Big Julie was stabbed in the rotunda, or thereabouts. 
According to my fishing records, March also is the worst month weatherwise for offshore fishing trips. Quite a number of South East Qld charter operators use March to put their boats on the slip for antifouling and necessary annual maintenance. They reckon they are not missing much in the way of work due to the usually lousy, cyclonic weather. 

Big swells (a swell topped 18 metres off Cape Moreton a couple of years ago), strong winds and King tides all combine to reduce your chances of a successful offshore sojourn during March. The flooding rains also usually push out plenty of floating debris such as logs, branches and car tyres.  These are very hard to avoid if you are making pre dawn starts.  I tore the front off my transducer housing in March last year while making an early start. That was about $800 in hard earned experience...

You have probably got the message by now that March for the last ten years has not been real good for heading offshore. Even days of low winds can be plagued by large short swells which will break on the run out tides. You have been warned!

March can be great or deadly. A couple of Redcliffe men, John Meiers and Jason Warry, lost their lives under the Cape in March last year while fishing in very, very heavy conditions. I went to the fund raising night at the Golden Ox which was brilliantly hosted by Andy Phipps. Jason’s wife gave a heart wrenching account of the policeman’s visit to break the tragic news to her and the young children. There was not a dry eye in the room.  I hope never to attend another event because of the death of friends who died while fishing. 

I’m lucky I like a range of fishing activities so here is my options list for March. They range from safe to safest, the main priority for March in this area.  
Option 1 CLOSE REEFS OFFSHORE IN GOOD CONDITIONS WITH SMALL SWELLS
 Head offshore before dawn to the shallow rocky reefs with large rigged trolling baits or a big flashy deep diving lure like a Rapala CD18. Troll up a big Spaniard or two just as the first light starts. At this time of day I have seen Spaniards launch themselves through the air to smash lures as they return to the water.  Spectacular!
After that, as the sun gets up and the Spaniards go deeper, drift or anchor and berley on the shallow reefs. Float line for Spangled and Red Throat Emperor as well as Grassy Sweetlips and possibly Maori and other Cod species. There are a lot more of these species around than you would think but they don’t respond well to paternoster rigs.
Option 2 BAY FISHING IN MODERATE CONDITIONS OR IF A BIG SWELL IS RUNNING.

This year is seeing a brilliant run of the small Mackerel species. Spotties and Schoolies are everywhere at the moment. Close inshore in Laguna Bay and Mooloolaba Bay as well as the more protected parts of Moreton Bay will have schools of Mackerel mixed in with Bonito, Watson’s Leaping  Bonito and small Mac Tuna. There are plenty of great tips from other QFM blokes like Gordon MacDonald on how to catch these little speedsters so I will bow to their expertise in this area.
Option 3 RIVER AND CREEK FISHING WHEN THE WEATHER IS REALLY DODGY

March means prawns and mud crabs and big bream from dirty water.  Wear a rain coat and have some fun. Places like Deception Bay, the Pine River and the Pumicestone Passage are crawling with crabs when it is raining and windy. Just find a sheltered corner to hide from the elements.  Run in tide is best.
Prawns are on the go on the last of the run out. Use a sounder to find a deep hole around the corner out of the wind.  Cast nets with top pockets are the weapon of choice. Wherever the prawns are the bream won’t be far away. Use the little prawns you don’t want to eat. Bream inhale them. Little lead and light lines make for a great battle. Last year a lot of the bream in the Pine River were ulcerated and returned to the water. Let’s hope the cause of this problem has been washed away.

DISPLACED EFFORT IN MORETON BAY MARINE PARK SCIENTIFIC STUDY
A thread currently appearing on Ausfish deals with offshore fishermen complaining about a Government Shark Cat pulling up next to fishermen and taking photos and making notes. The crew of the Shark Cat won’t answer calls on VHF or respond to requests to come closer to explain who they are. They then scream off to the next boat and repeat the process. I have had the same thing happen to me and I didn’t appreciate it at all.
Evidently they are a group of CSIRO researchers who have been hired by the EPA (now a part of DERM, I believe) to describe “displaced fishing effort” in the MBMP. I received a call from one of the researchers. These blokes spend only about four days a month with one boat mapping “displaced effort” from the Broadwater to the top end of the Pumicestone Passage and all the MBMP offshore areas as well. Evidently this process will continue for about three years.
I questioned how a research group that had about six months of notice (when the draft Green Zones were released) could describe the displaced effort accurately without having a clear picture of where effort was before the closures. Or were they really only describing where current effort was taking place? And what did EPA/DERM want to use the information for? And how robust was the quantitative nature of their research when they chose a Sunday, one of the best days weatherwise for offshore fishing in over a year (for counting and placing where offshore fishermen fish) to drive up the Pumicestone Passage?

The replies were pretty vague. There needs to be robust stakeholder involvement in these processes run by EPA.  I would like to think the Ecofishers and Sunfish are all over this on behalf of all the rec anglers in the MBMP. 
TINNY &TACKLE

The MARINE QUEENSLAND CHARTER DIVISION will have a stand at the 2010 Brisbane Tinnie and Tackle Show on from the 19th to 21st March 2010 at Brisbane's RNA Showgrounds. Come over and say Gidday to the charter skippers, owners and their families who will be manning the stand. 
For those of us on a limited budget, the best combination is to own a tinny for creek and Bay work, and to take a few charters a year to satisfy our blue water desires. You get to go on a bigger boat with all the gear, with an experienced skipper who was out there either yesterday or the day before. Blokes like Gooding, Palermo, Robbie Taylor, Wazza, Dave Thompson, Tony Stewart, Paul Simpson, etc will know what is biting and where. You don’t even have to tow the big boat home, clean it, fuel it up, and then lose most of your front yard storing it! It’s gotta be the way to go! See you there!
