SNAPPER RIS SPECIAL REPORT

QFM WIDE CALOUNDRA REPORT FEBRUARY 2011

STOP PRESS: YOU HAVE UNTIL 5 P.M., MONDAY FEBRUARY 28 TO LODGE A RESPONSE TO THE SNAPPER RIS.
The State Fisheries Department has announced six week closures to landing Snapper, Pearl Perch and Trag Jew for this month from Feb 15 and all of March. 
 A Snapper RIS has also been released with four options best described as the good, the bad, the very bad and the ugly. Option One with some modifications is good, Option Two is bad, Option Three very bad and just forget about Option Four entirely.
There has been a great deal of opposition to the release of the RIS. The scientific basis for the RIS has been consistently debunked by Sunfish since its release in 2008. There has been a consultation process underway for over two years with stakeholders through the Snapper Network Working Group (SNWG). Unfortunately Sunfish have failed to engage with Fisheries or the SNWG to help provide better rec data or to engage directly with SE Qld’s offshore fishing fraternity to canvas its views. 

SNWG helped to formulate Option One for each sector when Fisheries indicated the Snapper fishery was to be managed by a 400 tonne TAC (Total Allowed Catch). 
The SNWG had NOTHING to do with writing options two, three and four. These are the feared options produced by Fisheries as sweetly as a gun to the head. There will be real economic harm to marine businesses from four month closures for all in Option Four.  

 “Peak” bodies MARINE QLD, representing Industry and charter, Sunfish representing bream, whiting and flathead fishermen, QSIA and MBSIA representing commercial fishermen and AFTA representing the tackle industry have met a number of times to find common ground on a combined response to the RIS. 
These organisations have also met with the Minister and senior fisheries officials in attempts to minimise the possible harm from the RIS options provided. 
I would much rather all stakeholders and their representative groups keep working together and with Fisheries to produce a good result for Snapper, recreational fishermen, charter operators, professional fishermen and all the support industries. 

There are many who oppose everything in the RIS and believe anglers should not respond. The reality is that whether or not you believe there is a problem with the Snapper fishery, the Fisheries Minister Mulherran does and has released the RIS for public comment. You can bet pounds to pennies that a Snapper Management Plan will be released shortly after the close of the RIS whether you like it or not.

 To protect your access to the Snapper fishery contact your local State politician to have your voice heard. Also fill in the RIS as a safety net to try to get the best possible outcome for yourself and this fishery.
There is a list of public meetings hosted by Fisheries on the RIS listed elsewhere in QFM.  If you fish offshore in SE Qld, you MUST attend and have your say.

Get involved in the management of YOUR fishery. Don’t leave it to others who may not love their offshore bottom fishing as much as you.

 You should also read the Snapper RIS documents carefully and submit a response form. This can be found and filled in online at http://www.dpi.qld.gov.au/documents/Fisheries_PolicyAndLegislation/Rocky-reef-response-web.pdf
The Snapper RIS can also be filled in online at http://www.getinvolved.qld.gov.au
Or ring Fisheries on 13 25 23 for more information and a hard copy of the RIS and Response Form if computers are not your thing.
Filling in the Snapper RIS

I strongly suggest the following answers on the RIS Response Form as being the best for all Rocky Reef fishermen.

Q 1 TAC- third circle SUPPORT

Q2 Charter Fishing – third circle Charter operators and their clients should be managed separately from the recreational sector
Q3 Charter Fishing- third circle INDIVIDUAL TRANSFERABLE QUOTA

Q4 Commercial Fishing- third circle INDIVIDUAL TRANSFERABLE QUOTA

Q5 Recreational Fishing Arrangements-first circle  VESSEL PERMIT, PERMIT FEE, REPORTING OF SNAPPER CATCH

Q6 &7- Please make your personal decision.

Q 8- AMBERJACK, SAMSONFISH, YTK, COBIA could be included in a combined RR bag limit. (Mahi Mahi are a game fish, Grassies seem to pop up everywhere)
Q 9 Fishing gear restrictions- third circle support
Q10 Closures- fifth circle STRONGLY AGREE

 Northern boundary- third circle down STRONGLY AGREE

Closures should apply to Snapper only- third circle down STRONGLY AGREE

Closures should apply to snapper, pearl perch & trag first circle STRONGLY DISAGREE

Extended closures- THERE SHOULD NOT BE ANY UPFRONT!

Q11 Options for new management arrangements-

Option One- fifth circle STRONGLY AGREE

Option Two- first circle STRONGLY DISAGREE

Option Three- first circle STRONGLY DISAGREE

Option Four- first circle STRONGLY DISAGREE
ADDITIONAL COMMENTS (Please add you own. Here are some suggestions)
1. The pro, recreational & charter sectors should each be managed under a separate TAC.

2. Option one best serves the recreational, pro and charter sectors with some modifications. 
3. Upfront Closures are extremely costly to on water businesses and support industries. Closures will destroy businesses at this time.
4. The fees for all sectors are way too high and need reducing considerably.

5. A competitive TAC is NOT a suitable management tool for the Charter Snapper fishery. The competitive TAC proposed in Options 2& 3 of the RIS are highly likely to wipe out small charter vessel operators and also force operators to put to sea in unsuitable conditions. (This happened when the Spanner Crab was managed under a competitive TAC before moving to an ITQ within two years.) 

6.  Option 4 will wipe out many marine businesses including charter, pro, tackle shops, marine dealerships etc.

7. A small increase in the PPV may be a better way to collect funds than placing a species specific fee on Snapper.
